TAHUNANUI  STRUCTURE  PLAN  August 2004

The Stage 1 Report, Arterial Traffic Study, Evaluation of Existing Arterial Traffic Routes, Appendix B, Evaluation of best arterial route options,  Reference documents/studies and strategies (page 24), includes the Tahunanui Structure Plan.

Below are some excerpts from the Tahunanui Structure Plan 2004 which came out of the Tahunanui Enhancement Study (2002) and which seem relevant to the present Arterial Roading Study (June 2010).

TAHUNANUI ENHANCEMENT STRATEGY

The study identified the significance of Tahunanui to the city in terms of its being a place to live, a place that many local people use for recreational purposes, and a place many visitors to the city pass through, stay in, or come to for the beach and open space amenity.

Given this significance it is important for the city to provide a lead for the future development of the area to encourage the development to contribute positively to the qualities of the place.   The structure plan is one way of showing that lead for future public and private development in the area.   

TAHUNANUI RESERVE MANAGEMENT PLAN

One of the significant influences on Tahunanui and its quality as a place to live and visit, is the State Highway – Tahunanui Drive.    (page 2)

The road is strategically important for the city as it carries much of the road traffic into and out of the city, freight and goods to the port, and passes traffic to other locations in the region.   The intersection of Tahunanui Drive with local streets …........ and the busy nature of the road itself, present issues for the image of the Tahunanui area and affect the way it functions.  (page 3)

STRUCTURE PLAN OBJECTIVES

Character – to promote character in townscape and landscape by responding and reinforcing locally distinctive patterns of development and culture.

Quality of the Public Realm – to promote public spaces and routes that are active, safe, uncluttered and work effectively for all, including disabled and elderly people.

Ease of Movement – to promote accessibility and local permeability by making places that connect with each other and are easy to move through, putting people before traffic and integrating land uses and transport.

Diversity – to promote diversity and choice by a mix of compatible developments and uses that together create viable places that respond to local needs and are attractive to visitors.  (page 4)

LAND USES AND  ACTIVITY PRECINCTS

….....to promote a village heart for Tahunanui that is:

· compact

· walkable

· diverse

· acccessible           (page 6)

STRUCTURE AND OPEN SPACE

The suburb is generally well endowed with public open spaces.   The regionally significant Tahunanui Sands (the reserve), which has an almost seamless transition from beach to grassed areas and recreational amenities, is an iconic asset for the city.    (page 9)

TRAFFIC AND PARKING

There is congestion on this main link into Nelson City;  and an issue with the dissection of Tahunanui's commercial and hillside residential area from the reserve and beach amenities opposite.      (page 11)

OBJECTIVES AND POLICIES

There is a strong association between the Tahunanui Heart commercial area and the adjacent recreation area of the Tahunanui beach and reserve.

The effects of the proposed changes to the commercial area recognize the quality of life in the adjacent residential area.

A key objective of the Structure Plan is to make the centre a great place for people – if it is, then this will benefit the time spent there and assist the commercial businesses.     (page 18)

OVERALL DESIGN IDENTITY

Beach-side place, family friendly, locally relevant, simple and uncluttered, flexible and adaptable for different uses and seasonal changes.   

Local references include ecological system, coastal processes, Maori and European heritage, people and recreational uses.

DESIGN GUIDE  -  AIM

The Tahunanui Village Heart area has an identifiable character and high amenity value.   It also has potential for future growth, providing opportunities for high-density mixed-use development.     To this end, it is important to ensure that new development:

· respects the distinctive and valued environmental qualities that give the area its character

· enhances the area's collective image; and

· promotes its significance as a public and local visitor destination.

EXISTING CHARACTER

NATURAL SETTING / LAND FORM / LANDSCAPE – key characteristics include:

· linear form and generally flat topography

· distinctive natural setting

· unusual contrast between the openness to the sea and the enclosure of the hills

· expansive panoramic views from the surrounding hills to the area and the sea

· the reserve, the beach and the hills are the key landmarks of the area's natural character

· the reserve and the beach represent the two major open spaces in the area

PEOPLE – the area is:

· the local centre for the Tahunanui residents

· an activity focus for locals and holiday makers and visitors

ACTIVITIES -

· eating places – cafe / restaurants

· community focus around Tahunanui Drive / Beach Road intersection

· mixture of service / commercial activities

· commercial accommodation / motels

· vehicle oriented activities

KEY OBJECTIVES

ACCESS / CONNECTIVITY

· To improve access to and enhance the permeability of the area through a network of well connected links and spaces

· To manage new development in a way that promotes the area as a public destination and enhances accessibility to the reserve and beach area.

